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The 2025 season marked another significant chapter
in the proud history of the Williamstown Football
Club, underpinned by strong community support,
committed partnerships, and the tireless efforts of
staff, volunteers and supporters across all areas of
the Club.

Throughout 2025, the Club continued to strengthen
its position both on and off the field. Our VFL men’s
program demonstrated resilience and
competitiveness, finishing the home-and-away
season in tenth position and qualifying for the finals
series. While our campaign concluded with an
elimination final loss to the Casey Demons (132–56),
the season provided valuable development
opportunities and laid important foundations for
future success.

Our VFLW program once again showcased the
strength and growth of women’s football at
Williamstown. Finishing fifth at the conclusion of the
regular season, the team progressed to finals before
being defeated by back-to-back premiers North
Melbourne (41–17). The performance of the VFLW
side reflected the dedication of players, coaches and
support staff, and reinforced the Club’s ongoing
commitment to the advancement of women’s
football.

None of the Club’s achievements in 2025 would have
been possible without the extraordinary support of
our broader Williamstown community. We extend our
sincere thanks to Ian Smith, the Club’s Number 1
Ticket Holder, for his continued loyalty and advocacy.
We also acknowledge the Federal Member for
Gellibrand, the Hon. Tim Watts MP, Hobsons Bay City
Council, and all Councillors and staff for their ongoing
support of the Club.

We are grateful to the AFL and AFL Victoria staff for
their guidance and assistance throughout the season,
as well as to the management and staff at Newport
Social for their continued partnership and hospitality.

Our corporate partners remain central to the
Club’s sustainability and success. We thank all
2025 Corporate Partners, with particular
recognition of our major partners and the teams at
DSV Global Logistics, the Port of Melbourne,
Midway, and Mobil, for their unwavering support.

The Club also acknowledges the invaluable
contribution of our supporter and alumni
networks. We thank the Gulls Coterie Group and
Joint Chairpersons Karen van Wyngaarden and
Suzanne Connelly, Club 1864, and all Past Players
for their ongoing engagement and connection to
the Williamstown Football Club.

Special recognition is extended to Maurie ‘Mocca’
Thurston, Ray Moloney, David Downing, David
Utber and Graig Chatterton for their tireless
commitment to our football program, as well as to
Gerard Drew for his continued volunteer service in
preserving and celebrating the Club’s heritage. We
also acknowledge Mandy Drew for her dedication
in coordinating our volunteers across the season.

Our VFLW program continues to thrive thanks to
the leadership and devotion of Lindsay Cahill and
Kim Kershaw, whose efforts have been
instrumental in the program’s continued growth
and competitiveness.

Finally, we extend our heartfelt thanks to all
volunteers, interns and Life Members whose
passion, time and service remain the backbone of
the Williamstown Football Club. Their contribution,
alongside the collective efforts of players, coaches,
partners and supporters, ensures the Club remains
strong, connected and well positioned as we look
ahead to the future.



@WilliamstownFC

Williamstown Football Club

@williamstownfc

@williamstownfc

@WilliamstownSeagulls
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Club Staff

Chief Executive Officer Paul Northey

Head of Partnership & Commerical

Membership & Merchandise Manager

Luke Attard

Lee Herrick

General Manager, Football Josh Rhodes

Venue Manager Flamur Maci

High Performance Manager Matthew Olds

Graduate Marketing Lead Mietta Williams

Club Operations Assistant Aidan Roberts

Volunteer Coordinator Mandy Drew

Heritage Officer Gerard Drew
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2025 Board of Directors

President Merryl Dooley

Vice President

Vice President & Club Secretary

Michael Howlett

Simon Woolley

Vice President Troy West

Emma Woolley Nancy Joseph

Treasurer David Ginnane

Cameron Lockwood Alex Dobson
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Merryl Dooley, President
2025 marked my first as President of the Williamstown Football Club,
and it has been an honour to lead our Club with its rich and proud
history. Williamstown remains one of Australia’s oldest football clubs,
with heritage that inspires those connected, and continues to guide our
future. Our responsibility is to uphold that legacy while striving to be the
strongest and most professional standalone club in the VFL system. 

On-Field Performance
As a football club, our core purpose is on-field success, and we continue
to invest in both our programs to ensure we can compete strongly. Both
our VFL and VFLW programs had highly competitive seasons, each
earning their place in the finals once again. These performances reflect
the talent, hard work and commitment of our players, coaches and staff
without which we could not succeed. Thank you.

Heritage, Identity & the Future of the Competition
Williamstown has a rich and important heritage, but we know history alone does not entitle us to our place in
the competition. We must continue to earn that right by striving for excellence and success. We acknowledge
the support of our local representatives, including Federal Member Tim Watts and State Member Melissa
Horne, along with the Hobsons Bay City Council. We also thank the AFL, particularly Jennie Loughnan and her
team, for their ongoing work in delivering the VFL. We continue to work collaboratively to ensure standalone
clubs remain a vital part of the competition’s future. 

The Future
Looking ahead, we have a clear focus. We will strengthen the Club’s financial foundations, particularly 
through growth in our commercial interests, to support long-term stability. We aim to invest further 
in our facilities to ensure they meet the needs of a modern high-performance program to help us fulfil 
our goal of being the leading standalone club in the VFL. Most importantly, we will continue to 
build outstanding connections with our community and members, ensuring they enjoy a fantastic 
experience with the Williamstown Football Club. Ultimately, our ambition remains unchanged: 
to pursue sustained on-field success and drive toward our next premiership. 

Thank you to our members, supporters, partners, volunteers, players, coaches and staff for 
your unwavering commitment. Together we will continue to ensure Williamstown 
remains a strong, competitive and community-driven club with a bright future. 

Merryl Dooley
President

Off-Field Governance
The Club remains stable and well governed, supported by a capable and 
dedicated Board. Our financial position is sound, and we are grateful for 
the support of our members, commercial partners, stakeholders, and the ongoing management of our
reserves by JBWere. Expanding our commercial interests remains a key priority for 2026 and beyond. 

Merryl Dooley
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It has been a genuine privilege to be appointed Chief Executive Officer of
the Williamstown Football Club. Williamstown is a club rich in history,
shaped by generations of proud players, volunteers, members, and
supporters. Its sustained success, on and off the field, reflects an
unwavering commitment to community, tradition, and leadership within
the Victorian Football League and the broader AFL system. 

The club continues to operate from a position of strength.We are stable,
well resourced, and united in purpose. At the same time, we recognise the
increasingly competitive environment in which all VFL clubs now operate.
Both the Board and the Executive Team are acutely aware of our
responsibility to continue strengthening the club’s financial foundations
and to advocate effectively for the critical role the VFL plays in the
football ecosystem—and for Williamstown’s ongoing prominence within it. 

New changerooms and medical facilities
Upgraded coaches’ spaces and a theatrette
A newly fitted gym with modern equipment for our playing groups
Improved kitchen and associated operational areas. 

This investment ensures our players and staff are supported by high-quality, contemporary infrastructure.
Looking ahead, the club remains committed to pursuing Stage 2 of the Master Plan, which includes further
changeroom developments and a dedicated gym facility. Our Morris Street home is a community hub, and we
will continue working closely with government partners and other stakeholders to ensure it remains an asset
for both football and the broader community. 

Financial Sustainability
Our purpose is clear—to be a leader in the VFL for both men’s and women’s football. Achieving this requires
sustained and substantial investment across coaching, high-performance, medical, and operational programs.
As a fully independent club with no ongoing AFL funding, Williamstown must continue to build strong and
diverse revenue streams. 

Our sponsors remain fundamental to our success. Their generous support underpins our ability to operate
high-performance football programs, and I sincerely thank each of them for their continued partnership in
2026. The visibility of the Williamstown Football Club in the VFL/AFL environment as well as our location in
the heart of the thriving Western Suburbs of Melbourne provides a compelling opportunity for business and
partners and we are dedicated to connecting and providing value to our sponsors and partners in return for
their support. 

Investment in Facilities
A major milestone in 2025 was the significant refurbishment of our football facilities at DSV Stadium,
undertaken with the valued support of the AFL, as well as State and Local Governments. Phase 1 of the Master
Plan Delivered: 
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Membership and match-day income also play essential roles. Members are at the heart of Williamstown. In
2025, our membership totalled 1,056, and match-day revenue reached was stable. Growing our membership
will be a major strategic focus in 2026. 

Off the field, the club continues to operate commercial ventures solely to support our football programs.
Newport Social remains an important contributor to club cashflow, and we continue to operate Seaview at
DSV Stadium as a function and event venue. Our investment portfolio, managed by JBWere, reflects the
prudent stewardship of the club over many generations and continues to provide financial strength and
stability. The club reported an operating surplus of $994,584 in 2025, significantly supported by government
grants associated with the DSV Stadium redevelopment. Sponsorship revenue grew by 10%, while revenue
from Newport Social and Seaview softened in line with challenging market conditions. Our managed
investment portfolio delivered strong returns, that helped support cashflow and overall performance
throughout the year. 

Football Performance
Our core purpose is to support and develop high-standard football programs. The VFL is the second-highest
level of football in Australia, and competing at this level demands excellence in resourcing, recruiting,
coaching, and high-performance operations. We continually challenge ourselves to ensure we are meeting the
standards required to compete for success. Both our VFL and VFLW teams had strong seasons and we are
thankful to our senior coaches, Justin Plapp (VFL), who has been reappointed for 2026 and Liam Cavanagh
(VFLW), who has finished with the club after three years and provided exceptional leadership through that
time. We welcome Paul Groves as VFLW Senior Coach who has been signed on for the next two seasons. 

Community and Acknowledgements
The heartbeat of Williamstown remains its people. Our community continues to inspire and sustain us. 
We were again active and visible in the community throughout 2025, and we will continue to deepen 
that connection in the years ahead.

I want to acknowledge and thank the many individuals who make this club what is it:
Our dedicated staff, whose passion and professionalism drive our daily operations
Our coaches, players, and medical teams, who strive to represent Williamstown with pride and excellence
Our loyal volunteers, who contribute countless hours to ensure the club functions smoothly
Our members and supporters, the lifeblood of our club

I also extend my gratitude to Club President Merryl Dooley, Vice Presidents Michael 
Howlett, Troy West and Simon Woolley, and the entire Board. Their leadership, diligence, 
and commitment—including countless hours behind the scenes—ensure that 
Williamstown continues to be well governed and future-focused. 

Looking Ahead to 2026
As we look towards 2026, we are energised by both the opportunities and 
challenges that lie ahead. We compete in Australia’s second-best football 
competition, and we are determined to continue strengthening this proud 
club—ensuring it thrives off the field and succeeds on it. 

Thank you for your support of the Williamstown Football Club. 
I look forward to an exciting year ahead. 

Paul Northey
CEO

Paul Northey
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On behalf of the Board, I am pleased to present the 2025 Football
Report for the Williamstown Football Club. The season was defined by
competitiveness, growth and the continued strengthening of both our
VFL and VFLW programs. 

Our VFL side completed the home-and-away season with a 10-8 record,
securing 10th position and a place in the Wildcard Finals. In an even and
highly competitive competition, this result reflected the resilience and
consistency of the playing group. The season included several standout
performances. A thrilling 108-105 victory over Southport, highlighted by
four late goals, demonstrated the group’s composure under pressure.
Strong wins over Carlton and Geelong showcased our capacity to
defend resolutely and score efficiently, while close contests against top-
ranked sides confirmed that we remain capable of matching it with the
best teams in the league.  

Individually, Brodie McLaughlin delivered another outstanding campaign, 
averaging 3.7 goals per game, earning selection in the Smithy’s VFL Team 
of the Year and polling 17 votes in the J.J. Liston Trophy. Our defensive 
unit, led by Luke Parks, who also represented Victoria, was selected in the VFL Team of the Year and was our
Best and Fairest, provided stability and leadership across the year.  Importantly, 2025 saw the continued
regeneration of our list. We proudly introduced four debutants, along with three senior club debutants:
integration into senior football reflects the strength of our development pathway and long-term planning. 

Our VFLW program continued its upward trajectory finishing the home-and-away season with an 8-6 record to
secure 5th position and progress to the Semi Final. The group displayed consistency and maturity, highlighted
by a dominant 47-point win over Geelong and a composed Elimination Final over Sandringham. Although our
finals campaign concluded in the Semi Final, the experience gained will serve the program well moving
forward. Midfielder Emily Eaves was deservedly recognised, sharing the rebel VFLW Coaches MVP Award,
earning VFLW Team of the Year honours (polling 17 votes in the Lambert-Pearce Medal) and was the club’s
Best and Fairest — an exceptional individual season. Jemima Wrigley was also a deserving selection in the
VFLW Team of the Year. 

The growth of the women’s program was further reflected in the introduction of new talent. We welcomed
seven VFLW debutants. In addition, we introduced seven senior club debutants. Their impact reinforces the
depth and sustainability of our women’s football program. 

Looking forward, across both programs, finals participation, maintaining a strong retention rate and the
successful integration of new recruits provide clear evidence that our football department is building with
purpose. The VFLW program welcomes new coach Paul Groves, while Justin Plapp continues as coach of our
VFL program. I thank our players, coaches, football staff and volunteers for their dedication and
professionalism throughout the season. The standards they uphold continue to honour the proud history of
Williamstown Football Club, and I look forward to what lies ahead. 

Troy West
Vice President and Football Director 9

Troy West, Vice President & Football Director 
Football Report

Troy West
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The Williamstown Football Club’s Presentation Night was
held on Thursday, 25 September, at the Yarraville Event
Hub, celebrating the outstanding contributors to the 2025
season in front of a strong gathering of players, staff,
volunteers, partners and families.

The evening marked a significant moment on the Club
calendar, providing a distinguished platform to reflect on
the season that was and to formally recognise the
dedication, resilience and commitment shown across both
programs. From pre-season preparations through to the
final siren of 2025, countless individuals played a role in
shaping another memorable year for the Club, and
Presentation Night ensured those efforts were
appropriately acknowledged.

Guests were the first to discover the recipients of the Club’s
top honours for 2025, including the highly prestigious VFL
and VFLW Best and Fairest awards. Across the evening,
more than 20 Club awards were presented, highlighting
excellence in performance, leadership, teamwork and
service. The program also featured engaging coaches’ Q&A
sessions, insightful reflections from our 2025 captains, and
the opportunity to hear directly from Club President Merryl
Dooley on the direction and vision for the future.

The event was masterfully emceed by respected
commentator and host Nigel Carmody, whose experience
and passion for sport brought energy and warmth to the
formalities. His presence helped shine a spotlight on our
award winners and key milestones, ensuring each moment
was celebrated with the recognition it deserved.
Beyond the formal award presentations, the evening also
included a silent auction and valuable time for members of
the Williamstown community to connect and celebrate
together, reinforcing the strong sense of unity that
underpins the Club.

The Club extends its sincere gratitude to our Event
Sponsor, Kraken Black Spiced Rum, for their valued
support, and to the Yarraville Event Hub for once again
providing an exceptional venue. We also thank Blake Lee
for capturing the evening’s special moments through
photography, along with our dedicated volunteers and staff
who worked tirelessly behind the scenes to prepare the
venue and deliver a seamless event. Finally, we
acknowledge our Club representatives who proudly
presented awards to this year’s deserving recipients,
helping to make the night a fitting celebration of the 2025
season.

ANNUAL REPORT 2025    |    PRESENTATION NIGHT

Presentation
Night
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President’s Award 
Craig Chatterton

Janet Dooley Trophy (Best Club Person) 
Patrick Lee

Mark Fotheringham Trophy (VFL Leading
Goal Kicker)
Brodie McLaughlin

Wally Carter Memorial Trophy (VFL
Coaches Award)
Damon Hollow

Ron James Memorial Trophy (VFL Players
Player)
Luke Parks

VFLW Leading Goal Kicker
Sharnie Whiting

VFLW Coaches Award
Laura Blue

VFLW Players Player
India Barker

VFLW Players Most Promising Player
Neve Crowley

VFLW Players Best in Finals
Ash Thorneycroft

Bruce Tait Memorial Trophy (VFL Most
Improved)
Zac Pritchard

Club 1864 Award 
Zoe Day

2025 Awards
Judi Jeremiah Trophy (VFLW Most
Improved)
Megan Smart

Coaching Staff Trophy (VFL Most
Promising Player)
Heath Ollington

VFL Players Best in Finals
Jack Toner

Kelly Brent Memorial Award (VFL Medical
Team Award)
Mitch Cox

Bernadette O’Sullivan Award (VFLW
Medical Team Award)  
Eliza Straford

VFLW Best and Fairest Third Place
Jemima Wrigley

VFLW Best and Fairest Runner Up
India Barker

VFLW Best and Fairest
Emily Eaves

Cec Page Memorial Trophy (VFL Best and
Fairest Third Place)
Brodie McLaughlin

Peter McIntyre Memorial Trophy (VFL Best
and Fairest Runner Up)
Jake Greiser

Gerry Callahan Medal (VFL Best and
Fairest)
Luke Parks
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2025 
VFL Ladder
   #       TEAM                      P   PTS    %     W   L   D   BYE    F      A

   1 
   2 
   3 
   4 
   5 
   6 
   7 
   8 
   9 
  10 
   11 
  12 
  13 
  14 
  15 
  16 
  17 
  18 

 20 
  19 

 22 

Footscray Bulldogs

Box Hill Hawks

Southport

Frankston

Casey Demons

Brisbane Lions

Collingwood

Richmond

GWS Giants

Williamstown
Coburg

Geelong Cats

Carlton

Gold Coast SUNS

North Melbourne

Werribee

Port Melbourne

Sydney Swans

Essendon

Sandringham

Northern Bullants

18 60 145.72 15 3 0 3 1670 1670

18 56 136.33 14 4 0 3 1726 1266

18 54 132.16 13 4 1 3 1808 1368

18 50 111.19 12 5 1 3 1630 1466

18 46 135.54 11 6 1 3 1743 1286

46
44
44
40
40

36
36
32
30
30
28
26
20
16
14
8

18

18
18

18

18

18
18

18
18

18

18
18

18

18
18

18

108.91

101.39
99.93

113.44

104.65

105.03

100.41

87.45

98.19

98.17

96.15

99.79

74.83

85.77

72.57
47.85

11

11

11

10

10

9

9

8

7

7

7
6

5

4

3

2

6

7

7

8

8

9

9
10

10
10

11

11

13

14

14

16

1

0

1

0

0

0

0
0

0

1

0

1

0
0

1

0

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3
3

3

3

1748 1605

1532 1511

1365 1366

1637 1443

1574 1504

1525 1452

1472 1466

1387 1586

1466 1493

1500 1528

1325 1378

1396 1399

1240 1657

1338

1286

1024

1560

1772

2140



2025 
VFL Team 
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Back Row: Jack McHale, Max Philpot, Zac Pritchard, Liam Conway, Riley Collier-Dawkins, Kye Turner, James Cousins,
Joel Fitzgerald, Hamish Murphy, Carter Michael, Michael Ktona
Third Row: Blake Fitzgerald, Aiden Bonar, Brodie McLaughlin, Jovan Petric, Lucas Impey, Nathan Jensen, Tom Downie,
Oscar Sasalu, Lachlan Gollant, Luke Parks, Damon Hollow, Jack Brown
Second Row: Noah Gadsby, Harry Minton-Connell, Nathan Colenso, Mitch Cox, Jake Greiser, Finn O’Dwyer, Justin Plapp
(Senior Coach), Cameron Polson, Nick Ebinger, Hugo Hall-Kahan, Thomas Mundy, Jack Toner, Blake Coleman
Front Row: Hamish Morrison, Ned Pendergast, Tom O’Rourke, Ben Kennedy, Max Stobie, Darcy Weeks, Daniel Snell,
Jack Noonan, Luke Scicchitano, Weston Barker, Taaj Assifiri
Absent: Oscar Sasalu

Justin Plapp VFL Senior Coach     |     Danny Ryan Senior Assistant Coach     |     Paul Vines Assistant Coach     |     Mark Greenshields  

Assistant Coach     |     Paddy Farley Development Coach     |     Ylber Zijai Development Coach     |     Mark Smyth Development Coach
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VFL Team of
the Year
B

HB

C

HF

F

R

INT

DONOVAN TOOHEY
Coburg 

RYAN GARDNER
Footscray Bulldogs

TOM BLAMIRES
Frankston

JAI SERONG
Box Hill Hawks

RILEY BONNER 
Casey Demons

JACK BYTEL
Coburg 

HENRY HUSTWAITE 
Box Hill Hawks

KYE DECLASE 
Box Hill Hawks

ZAC FOOT
Southport 

MAX GRUZEWSKI
GWS Giants

MITCH HARDIE
Casey Demons

MITCH PODHAJSKI
Coburg 

WILL McLACHLAN
Brisbane Lions

NED REEVES 
Box Hill Hawks

JACOB DAWSON
Southport 

DOM BREW 
Werribee

MUTAZ EL NOUR 
Richmond

HARVEY HOOPER
Port Melbourne

LIAM McMAHON 
Essendon / Carlton

DEVEN ROBERTSON 
Brisbane Lions

JOEL TRUDGEON
Coburg 

LUKE PARKS
Williamstown

BRODIE McLAUGHLIN
North Melbourne

COOPER CRAIG-
PETERS 
Footscray Bulldogs

LUKE PARKS

BRODIE MCLAUGHLIN
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   #       TEAM                      P   PTS    %     W   L   D   BYE   F      A

   1 
   2 
   3 
   4 
   5 
   6 
   7 
   8 
   9 
  10 
   11 
  12 

North Melbourne

Collingwood

Box Hill Hawks

Sandringham

Williamstown
Essendon

Port Melbourne

Darebin Falcons

Western Bulldogs

Carlton

Geelong Cats

Casey Demons

14 48 267.88 12 2 0 0 809 302

14 40 137.64 10 4 0 0 607 441

14 36 153.49 9 5 0 0 637 415

14 34 104.81 8 5 1 0 414 395

14 32 104.65 8 6 0 0 450 430

32
30
28
20
16

12
8

14

14
14

14

14

14
14

104.54

125.34
90.02

71.35

72.50

50.19

53.33

8

7

7

5

4

3

2

6

6

7

9

10

11

12

0

1

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

507 485

559 446

388 431

386 541

398 549

387 771

384 720
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2025 
VFLW Team 
Liam Cavanagh VFLW Senior Coach   |   Justin Beach Head of Development and Forward Coach   |   Jeremy Freeman Midfield Coach 

Back Row: Eloise Freeman, Ash Thorneycroft (Midfield Development), Phoebe Chisholm, Sharnie Whiting, Eloise
Burdett-Moore, Robyn Randell, Ellie Huggard, Zoe Day, Laura Blue, Megan Smart, Jemima Wrigley, Mia D’Agostino
Third Row: Cheyne Webster (Backline Coach), Justin Beach (Head of Development and Forward Coach), Zara Guss,
Jazman Tweddle-O’Donnell, Lori Stepnell, Neve Crowley, Cat O’Bryan, Bronte Ashworth, Georgia Howes, Krystal Russell,
Chloe Bain, ?, Danica Pedersen, Molly Simpson, Georgia Wyett, Jeremy Freeman (Midfield Coach), Andre Pocilujko
(Forward Development)
Second Row: Brittney Gray, Mia Giannopolous, Camryn Bux, India Barker, Izzy Khoury, Emily Eaves, Liam Cavanagh
(Senior Coach), Eliza Straford, Mikayla Plant, Zoe Attard, Yasmin Welsford, Ella Tyson, Claire Lightfoot
Front Row: Rhys Dupas (Backline Development), Kiera Leare, Gabriella De Angelis, Charli Sette, Tegan Brett, Ruby
Mahony, Megan Williamson, Melina, Ciavarella, Talia Motta
Absent: Krissy Trang, Amelia Marino

Cheyne Webster Backline Coach        |        Andre Pocilujko Forward Development        |        Ash Thorneycroft Midfield Development

Rhys Dupas Backline Development 
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VFLW Team
of the Year

B

HB

C

HF

F

R

INT

STELLA REID
North Melbourne

SARAH SANSONETTI
Western Bulldogs

JEMIMA WRIGLEY
Williamstown 

MATILDA VAN
BERKEL
Box Hill Hawks

EL CHASTON 
North Melbourne

BROOKE PLUMMER 
Essendon 

MADDIE DI COSMO 
North Melbourne

CHARLOTTE RYAN 
North Melbourne

COURTNEY JONES 
Collingwood 

AMELIA PECK 
Collingwood

GABBY COLLINGWOOD 
Box Hill Hawks

KAITLYN O’KEEFE
Port Melbourne

NYAKOAT DOJIOK
North Melbourne

PAIGE PRICE 
Box Hill Hawks

TAHLIA SANGER
Collingwood

ANGE GOGOS 
Darebin Falcons

ALANA BARBA 
North Melbourne

EMILY EAVES
Williamstown

RENEE TIERNEY 
North Melbourne

CHARLOTTE
BREWER 
Collingwood /
Carlton

LILY-ROSE
WILLIAMSON
Collingwood

EMILY EAVES

JEMIMA WRIGLEY



19

  ANNUAL REPORT 2025    |    FINANCIAL REPORT

Financial Report
WILLIAMSTOWN FOOTBALL CLUB

ABN 23 569 652

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF WILLIAMSTOWN FOOTBALL CLUB

Opinion

We have audited the financial report of Williamstown Football Club (the Company) which comprises the
statement of financial position as at 31 October 2025, the statement of profit or loss and other comprehensive
income, the statement of changes in equity and the statement of cash flows for the year then ended, and
notes to the financial statements, including a summary of significant accounting policies, and the director's
declaration. 

In our opinion, the accompanying financial report of the Company is in accordance with the Corporations Act
2001, including: 
            (i) giving a true and fair view of the Company’s financial position as at 31 October 2025 and of its  
                 financial performance for the year ended; and 
            (ii) complying with Australian Accounting Standards - Simplified Disclosures and the Corporations 
                 Regulations 2001.

Basis for Opinion 

We conducted our audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards. Our responsibilities under those
standards are further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Report section
of our report. We are independent of the Company in accordance with the auditor independence
requirements of the Corporations Act 2001 and the ethical requirements of the Accounting Professional and
Ethical Standards Board’s APES 110: Code of Ethics for Professional Accountants (the Code) that are relevant
to our audit of the financial report in Australia. We have also fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in
accordance with the Code. 

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our
opinion. 

Information Other than the Financial Report and Auditor’s Report Thereon 

The directors are responsible for the other information. The other information comprises the information
included in the Company’s annual report for the year ended 31 October 2025 but does not include the
financial report and our auditor’s report thereon.

Our opinion on the financial report does not cover the other information and accordingly we do not express
any form of assurance conclusion thereon. 

In connection with our audit of the financial report, our responsibility is to read the other information and, in
doing so, consider whether the other information is materially inconsistent with the financial report or our
knowledge obtained in the audit or otherwise appears to be materially misstated. 
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If, based on the work we have performed, we conclude that there is a material misstatement of this other
information, we are required to report that fact. We have nothing to report in this regard. 

Responsibilities of the Directors for the Financial Report 

The directors of the company are responsible for the preparation of the financial report that gives a true and
fair view in accordance with Australian Accounting Standards and the Corporations Act 2001 and for such
internal control as the directors determine is necessary to enable the preparation of the financial report that
gives a true and fair view and is free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 

In preparing the financial report, the directors are responsible for assessing the ability of the Company to
continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and using the going
concern basis of accounting unless the directors either intend to liquidate the Company or to cease
operations, or have no realistic alternative but to do so. 

Auditor’s Responsibility for the Audit of the Financial Report 

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial report as a whole is free from
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor's report that includes our
opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in
accordance with Australian Auditing Standards will always detect a material misstatement when it exists.
Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in aggregate, they
could reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions of the users taken on the basis of the
financial report. 

Further information about our responsibilities can be found at
http://www.auasb.gov.au/auditors_responsibilities/ar3.pdf. This description forms part of our auditor’s report.

We communicate with the directors regarding, among other matters, the planned scope and timing of the
audit and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in internal control that we identify
during our audit. 

MVAB ASSURANCE                                                                                 S
Chartered Accountants

Signed at Melbourne this 26  day of February 2026th

SAM CLARINGBOLD
Partner

https://www.auasb.gov.au/auditors_responsibilities/ar3.pdf
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Financial Statements
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Max ATKIN
Ken BARNES
Eric BEITZEL
Peter BERGIN
Graham BIRD
Matthew CAPE
Ed CARR
Ian CASHILL
Jack CHARLESTON
May CHERRY
Graham CLOUGH
Matthew CRAVINO
Brendan CURRY
Andy DANDRIDGE
Jan DANDRIDGE
Vic DAVIES
Ben DAVIES
Bruce DAVIS
Danny DEL-RE
Merryl DOOLEY
Gerard DREW
Mandy DREW
Tony DULLARD
Sam DUNELL
Dawn DUNSCOMBE
Max EVERITT
John FANNING
Mark FOTHERINGHAM
Saade GHAZI
Dr Manu GILANI
Brad GOTCH
Brett GOULD
Jake GREISER
James GRZONEK
Ray GRZONEK
Fred HALL
Tony HANNEBERY

Rob HARDING
Merv HOBBS
Richie HORE
Des HOSKING
Adam HOUGH
Phyllis HOWELL
Andrew HOWLETT
Michael HOWLETT
Judi JEREMIAH
Paul JOHN
Brett JOHNSON
Ben JOLLEY
Bob ‘Boner/Bona’ JONES
Graeme KENNEDY
Peter KERR
Kim KERSHAW
Margaret LEIGHTION/LAYTON
Brad LLOYD
Cameron LOCKWOOD
Adam MARCON
Leigh MASTERS
Tom McGOWAN
Brett McTAGGART
Nick MEESE
Ray MOLONEY
Trevor MONTI
Jami MORAN
Glenn MURPHY
M.J. ORANGE
Bernadette O’SULLIVAN
Jimmy O’TOOLE
Alun OWEN
Tony PASTORE
Bob PERCY
Ernie POOLE
John RAFFLE
Michael RANGER

G. REITMAN
Ian RICKMAN
Chris RIGG
Max RUDDLE
Julian SHANKS
Graeme SHORTT
Nick SING
Rick SLEVISON
David STRETTON
Greg SWANN
Laurie TAYLOR
Maurie THURSTON
Greg TWEEDLY
Carol UTBER
Davey UTBER
Geoff VAN WYNGAARDEN
Adam WALTERS
Di WARD
Troy WEST
Terry WHEELER
Willie WHEELER
Rod WILLIAMS
June WILSON

Life Members
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Deceased
Life Members
Ted ALLEY
Bert AMY
Fred ARMS
Harry ARMSTRONG
Williams ‘George’ BAKER
Stan BAMFORD
Billy BARNES
Harold BARNES
Dave BARTY
Alec BELL
Fred BELL
Len BEVIS
George BINDLESS
Dick BLISS
Kelly BRENT
Neville BRENT
Arthur BRITT
Frd BROOKS
Gordon BROWN
Stuart BROWN
Arthur BUDGEN
Kevin BURY
Norm BUSBRIDGE
Bob CAIRNCROSS
Peg CAIRNCROSS
Arthur CALDWELL
Bob CALDWELL
Gerry CALLAHAN
Ian CALLENDER
Ron CAMPBELL
Jack CARTER
Jim CHALLIS JNR
Wally CLARK
Bill CLEMENTS
Jon CLIFTON
Phil COLLINS
Col COLQUHOUN
Joe CONNERY
Neil COURTOT
Stan CRISP
Fred CRITCHLEY
Alan CROCKER
Graeme CROCKER
Des DAVIES
Lauraine DAVIES
Dawn DAVIS
Eddie DELLER
Myrtle DELLER
John Anthony DENNIS
Bill DEY
Horrie DICK
Janet DOOLEY
Bill DOOLEY JNR
Bill DOOLEY SNR
Cyril DOWNES
Gordon DREW

Bert DUFFIELD
Ern DWYER
Jack EVANS
James FEARON
Reg FEATHERBY
George FLETT
Elsie FLETT
Larry FLOYD
Jim FOLEY
Arch FOWLER
Tom GEISLER
Sid GETHING
Bobby GIBBS JNR
Bobby GIBBS SNR
Les GODING
Jim GRAY
Jim GREENFIELD
John GRIEVE
Edward GRIFFIN
Eddie HALL
Henry ‘Dick’ HALL
Tommy HALL
Walter HALL
Bryan HAMMENT
Fred HARDEN JNR
Fred HARDEN SNR
Reg HARLEY
Fred HARSLEY
Jean HATELY
Vic HATELY
Tom HERNAN
Bill HILL
Horrie HOCKING
Bert HODGE
Fred HOLDSWORTH
George HOLDSWORTH
Kevyn HOLDSWORTH
George HOMEWOOD
George HOPE
Harold HOSKING
Bob HYDE
Kevin HYNES
C.P. JACKSON
Ernest ‘Junior’ JACKSON
Jim JAMIESON JNR
Jim JAMIESON SNR
Garry JEREMIAH
Dr Louis JOEL
Bert JOHN
Harold JOHNS
Ron JOHNSON
Arthur J. JOHNSON JNR
Arthur H. JOHNSON SNR
Billy JONES
Bob ‘Big Bob’ JONES
Bob ‘Bumper’ JONES

Stan ‘Pop’ KELLETT
Jack KENNY
Len KENT
John ‘Jack’ LE BRUN
Alf LEAMAN
Frank LEE
Jack LEE
Howard LEWIS
Capt Gordon LILEY
J.J. LISTON
Jack MACDONALD
Bill MACKIE
Alice MAJOR
Bob MAJOR
Leo MALONEY
Mick MALONEY
Ethel ‘Melba’ MALONEY
Terry MALONEY
Vic MANDERSON
Bernie MARKS
Eddie MARR
John MARTIN
Frank MASON
Fred MATTHEWS
Alan McASEY
Malcolm McCALLUM
Jim McCONVILLE
Norm McDONALD
James McDONNELL
Edward ‘Peter’ D. McINTYRE
Keith McKAY
Vera McKAY
Tom McKINLEY
Bill McLEAY
Bert McTAGGART SNR
R. MOATE
Steve MOLONEY
Bert MOON
Richard MORRISON
Max MUNDAY
Hughie MUNRO
Lindsay MURPHY
Berryl MURPHY
George MUSICKA
Theo NELSON SNR
Doug NICHOLSON
Graham OBORNE
Terry O’MARA
Tom ORANGE
Wyn OUTEN
Cec PAGE
Dave PALMER
Bert PATERSON
Bob PEARMAN
Tom PHILLIPS
Hilda Jean POHL

Noel PORTINGALE
Maurie POWER
Arthur J. PRIDEAUX
Les QUINN
Lorraine QUINN
Bill RAFFLE
John RAMSAY
Bert REITMAN
Keith REITMAN
Arch RENNIE
A. RILEY
Tom ‘Dinny’ RILEY
Jean ROBERTS
Mick ROCHE
Barry ROUND
Kay RUDDLE
Tom RUSSELL
Joe SAIDIE/SAIDY
Lou SALVAS
Alf SAMPSON
Rowley SANDS
Kathy SHEAHAN
Virtue SHEAHAN
Frank SIMS
Ray SMITH
Evelyn SPICER
Billy SPRINTHALL
Rex SWANN
Arthur SYKES
Bill TAYLOR
Fred THOMPSON
Bill THOMPSON
Ron TODD
Claude TOMKINS
Kevin TWEEDLY
Valma TWEEDLY
Jimmy TYRELL
Alf URBAN
Jack VINALL
Charlie VINEY
Johnny WALKER
Daryl WARD
Phil WARREN
Walter WARREN
Stan WHEAR
Merv WHITE
John WHITTINGTON
Colin WILCOX
Albert WILKINS
George ‘Dooley’ WILLIAMS
Sid WOOKEY
Ethel WORLLEY
Barry WRIGHT 
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Col COLQUHOUN
Col Colquhoun passed away on December 30, 2025 in Newcastle, NSW, aged 93. After arriving at
Williamstown from South Melbourne, he played 55 senior games from 1958–61 and was a key full-back
in the club’s 1958 and 1959 premiership teams. He later served as a committeeman and chairman of
selectors, receiving Life Membership in 1966.

Janet DOOLEY
Janet Dooley was a beloved Williamstown figure whose service to the club spanned more than six
decades, including her remarkable role as Canteen Manager from 1953 to 2014. A passionate volunteer
and fundraiser, she became a Life Member and was the first female inducted into the club’s Hall of
Fame in 2014. Her legacy is honoured through the “best person” award and the canteen named in her
recognition.

Tony ‘Moose’ PHILPOT
Tony “Moose” Philpot passed away on November 6, 2025, aged 67, and was the uncle of current
Seagulls player Max Philpot. He joined Williamstown in 1978 and played 41 senior games, kicking 43
goals in the #3 jumper through to 1981. Tony later enjoyed a strong playing and coaching career across
multiple clubs, including premiership success with Albion FC.

Tony WALSH
Former player Tony Walsh passed away on August 26, 2025, aged 65. After progressing through
Williamstown’s Thirds and Seconds, he played 21 senior games and kicked 20 goals between 1978 and
1981 in the #45 jumper. A proud Western suburbs local, Tony was also a talented cricketer and a
passionate Collingwood supporter.

Roger SIMPSON
Roger Simpson passed away on September 1, 2025, aged 75. He served on the Williamstown Football
Club Board from 1992–95 and was a past president and long-time treasurer of The Gulls coterie group.
Roger was also an inaugural member of the reformed Gulls in 1990 and remained a dedicated
supporter for over a decade.

John MARTIN
John “Dasher” Martin passed away on August 7, 2025, aged 92, as the last remaining member of
Williamstown’s 1954 premiership team. Across 133 games from 1952–58, he became one of the club’s
greatest players, winning the 1956 Liston Medal and featuring in four premiership sides. John later
enjoyed an outstanding coaching and playing career in regional football and remained connected to
Williamstown through roles including chairman of selectors.

Barry BEITZEL
Dual premiership player Barry Beitzel passed away on February 26, 2025, aged 90. After beginning his
career in Gippsland and playing two senior games for Carlton, he joined Williamstown in 1957 and
played 48 games through to 1960. Barry was part of the club’s 1958 and 1959 premiership victories,
proudly wearing the #2 jumper.

Tributes
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Contact
Williamstown Football Club
DSV Stadium
Williamstown Football Ground, 
Morris Street, Williamstown 3016

Seagulls Nest, Lvl 1, 1 Mason Street,
Newport 3015

PO Box 307, Williamstown 3016

P 03 9391 0309
E admin@williamstownfc.com.au
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